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l . s l TIST is an Innovative, time-tested,

afforestation program led by the
The International Small Group & Tree Planting Program farmers

www.tist.org

We wish all our farmers, their families, other stakeholders a Happy and Prosperous New Year.
We also wish our farmers and their families on the occasion of Pongal with bountiful harvest,
good health to their farm animals and happiness and peace to all your family and friends.

About TIST

‘The International Small Group and Tree Planting Program’ (TIST) was initiated in 1999 in Tanzania to
support subsistence farmers by the ‘Clean Air Action Corporation’(CAAC), a US-based company and the
‘Institute for Environmental Innovation’ (I4EI) to work on sustainable development, health, and
environmental education. The aim was to improve the local environmental conditions through tree planting,
Conservation Farming, nursery raising, beekeeping, improved stoves and other ecologically sustainable
practices that would also support in greenhouse gas reductions.

Subsequently, TIST expanded to work in other countries including India, Kenya, and Uganda. The work in
India was initiated in 2003, focussing on Tamil Nadu. TIST works with farmers through form Small Groups
(SG) consisting of 6 to 12 members who plant trees on their fields and undertake other environmentally
beneficial steps to help improve the local environment and the world’s climate at large.

CAAC helps farmers participate in the carbon credit business. Farmers receive a 70% share of the profits
from the sales of carbon credit. Profits are created through participating in the carbon business, which involves
planting trees and keeping them alive for a long time. TIST also incentivizes the farmers for planting trees by
paying a small amount every year of the anticipated profit amount for every live tree even before the trees are
ready for the carbon credit market. We encourage farmers to plant mixed species, so that it helps not just in
the ecological maintenance but also they have diversified incomes from the sale of produce from the trees,
while the trees are growing to enter the carbon credit business.

Today, over 170,000 TIST farmers in India, Tanzania, Uganda, and Kenya, are successfully planting trees,
protecting and creating biodiversity, developing leadership, improving their health and local environment,
adapting farming techniques to meet current environmental challenges, and mitigating climate change.

Currently TIST India is at a crucial stage of getting the groves in Small Groups of farmers associated with
TIST for verification and validation which will eventually pave the way for our farmers to earn Profit Share
through carbon credits. TIST has always strived to facilitate small and marginal farmers including women
farmers into forming Small Groups, so that they can also participate in the carbon credits.
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TIST Policies

TIST has a series of policies that helps us guide the
program. In addition to the TIST values listed above we
want our farmers to be aware that we have policies on
Safety, Sexual Harassment, Non-Discrimination,
Grievances and Gender. For those with a mobile phone, | ¢ \We are HONEST
they can be found on the TIST Mobile site
at https://www.tist.org/mobile/secure/login.php. A login | ¢ We are ACCURATE
is required. We will be providing summaries in future
issues of the newsletter. e We are TRANSPARENT

TIST VALUES

At TIST, the following values are our
guidance in all our approaches -

TIST India Seeking 4" Verification * Weare SERVANTS TO EACH OTHER

We have begun our 4™ verification to earn carbon credits. * Weare MUTUALLY ACCOUNTABLE

To receive the verification, we must demonstrate that
TIST is beneficial to climate, community and biodiversity. * We CREATE BIG RESULTS WITH LOW
CAAC has submitted a Monitoring Report to Verra (the BUDGET

entity that manages the carbon crediting systems - Verified

Carbon Standards - VCS and the Climate, Community, and Biodiversity standards- CCB) and to EPIC
Sustainability Services Pvt. Ltd., a Climate, Community and Biodiversity Alliance (CCBA) certified auditor.
The monitoring period is 16 March 2021 to 15 October 2023.

The following are the monitoring results for their respective Project Description (PDs):

Climate IN 001
PD hectares 2,666

PD project areas (active and pending) 3,512

PD Live Trees 1,955,002
PD carbon to date (t) 261,320
PD carbon this period (t) 31,307
Community IN 001
PD members in PD 7,900

PD Small Groups in PD 1,577
Members in TIST IN 9,387
Small Groups in TIST IN 1,736
Members with GhG contracts in TIST IN 6,219
Members receiving payment in TIST IN 7,165
Small Groups receiving payment in TIST IN 1,299
Carbon Payments from Start in TIST IN $371,673
Live Trees in TIST IN 2,394,634
PD Fruit and nut trees 245,002
PD Eucalyptus trees -0-
People employed or contracted 16
Biodiversity IN 001
PD hectares 2,666

PD indigenous trees 1,727,281
PD indigenous hectares 2,248

PD improved riparian hectares 68

PD Pterocarpus santalinus trees 263,306
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Note: PA is a project area, also termed a grove.

Because we are adding new project areas (groves), we are also submitting a new Project Description. The
following summarizes the new PD.

Climate Change Adaptation Benefits: The TIST IN 001 has removed 261,320 tonnes of CO> from the
atmosphere. TIST members are trained in Conservation Farming to help address climate resiliency. This PD
documents 1,955,002 trees that help retain soil moisture, provide shade and prevent erosion. TIST provides
new community organization in the form of Clusters and Small Groups.

Exceptional Community Benefit: Demonstrated to be pro-poor in a poor area and with net positive impacts
on community. Farmer members generate and receive short and long term benefits. TIST trains farmers in
many sustainable development programs that when implemented generate benefits to well-being. They grow
trees and receive a share of the carbon revenues. They determine where to grow their tree, what species to
grow that will be most beneficial to their well-being and how many to plant. During this period, the average
farmer has received $262 (approximately Rs. 21,780/-) in monetized benefits. As separate classes, the average
vulnerable and women member have received $279 (approximately Rs. 23,196/-) and $427 (approximately
Rs. 35,498/-), respectively.

Exceptional Biodiversity Benefits: Pterocarpus santalinus (Red Sandalwood) is a very rare form of
sandalwood endemic to southeastern India and the Eastern Ghats. It is listed as near threatened on the IUCN
Red List. The population trend is assessed as decreasing. TIST farmers in this PD have planted and maintain
263,306 Pterocarpus santalinus a clear, direct benefit to the species.

Other work

Shortly, we will have field visits to our Small Groups by the examiners who will select the groves they want
to explore further.

Simultaneously our regular Node meetings, trainings etc., will be carried out by our Cluster Servants as usual.
We will also be continuing with our incentive payments for SGs that could not be paid in last few batches due
to technical issues.

Cluster Servant Mrs. Meena with Small Group Farmers at Cluster Servant Mr. Selvaraj with Small Group Farmers at
Chengam Node Meeting Ariyalur Node Meeting
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