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About TIST

‘The International Small Group and Tree Planting Program’ (TIST) was initiated in 1999 in Tanzania to
support subsistence farmers by the ‘Clean Air Action Corporation’(CAAC), a US-based company, and the
‘Institute for Environmental Innovation’ (I4EI) to work on sustainable development, health, and
environmental education. Subsequently, TIST expanded to work in other countries including India, Kenya,
and Uganda. The work in India was initiated in 2003, focussing on Tamil Nadu. TIST works with farmers
through form Small Groups (SG) consisting of 6 to 12 members who plant trees on their fields and undertake

other environmentally beneficial steps to help improve the local environment and the world’s climate at large.

CAAC helps farmers participate in the carbon credit business. Farmers receive a 70% share of the profits
from the sales of carbon credit. Profits are created through participating in the carbon business, which involves

planting trees and keeping them alive for a long time.

Today, over 1,76,995 TIST farmers in India, Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda, are successfully not just planting
trees but also help protect biodiversity and mitigate climate changes, adapting farming techniques to meet
current environmental challenges. Further, in the Small Groups they also develop leadership quality and
improve their income, health and local environment. TIST is proud that our farmers are nurturing nearly

2,30,00,000 trees live over their farmlands.
TIST Policies

As we mentioned in the January issue, TIST has a series of policies that helps us guide our work. In addition
to the TIST values listed above we want our farmers to be aware that we have policies on Safety, Sexual
Harassment, Non-Discrimination, Grievances and Gender. For those with a mobile phone, they can be found

on the TIST Mobile site at https://www.tist.org/mobile/secure/login.php and login is required. Here we are

summarising one of the policies — the Non-Discrimination Policy (you can read the full version on the

website).
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TIST does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion (creed), gender, gender expression, age,
national origin (ancestry), disability, marital status, or sexual orientation, in any of its activities or operations.
And TIST is committed to providing an inclusive and welcoming environment for all members of our staff,

clients, volunteers, subcontractors, and vendors. We are an equal opportunity employer.

On TIST India Seeking 4" Verification

TIST VALUES

At TIST, the following values are our
guidance in all our approaches -

Further as we elaborated previously in the January issue,
we have begun our 4" verification to earn carbon credits.
To receive the verification, we must demonstrate that
TIST is beneficial to climate, community and biodiversity. * Weare HONEST
CAAC has submitted a Monitoring Report to Verra (the | ¢ We are ACCURATE

entity that manages the carbon crediting systems - Verified | 4 \ne are TRANSPARENT

Carbon Standards - VCS and the Climate, Community,

and Biodiversity standards- CCB) and to EPIC
Sustainability Services Pvt. Ltd. (Epic), a Climate, | ® Weare MUTUALLY ACCOUNTABLE

e We are SERVANTS TO EACH OTHER

Community and Biodiversity Alliance (CCBA) certified | ¢ \We CREATE BIG RESULTS WITH LOW
auditor. The monitoring period is 16 March 2021 to 15 BUDGET

October 2023.

Public Meeting held to receive comments from Stakeholders

As one of the early few steps to announce our intent to re-validate and verify - The International Small Group
and Tree Planting Program (TIST) under the Climate, Community and Biodiversity Alliance (CCBA)
standards, we informed the stakeholders of the public meeting by advertising in ‘The Hindu’ (English) and

‘Dinathanthi’ (Tamil) newspapers in the 24" January 2024 issues.

As many of you actively participated and know, the public meeting was held on 31% January 2024 at
Pandurangan Residency, Vellore Main Road, Tiruvannamalai by TIST Tree Planting India Private Limited
and Clean Air Action Corporation (CAAC).

We are happy to share that we had over 147 stakeholders apart from the farmers in the TIST Small Groups,
we also saw officials from government departments like Soil, Agriculture, Forest Departments and other

interested individuals marking their presence in the event.

Our SG farmers asked a number of questions to the TIST staff and other experts. They were curious to know
how exactly we can measure carbon-di-oxide, the kind of species to grow and growing techniques, ways to
tackle pests and diseases, payment of incentives, need of planting various indigenous species, role of trees for
climate change and soil health, multiple sources of income through trees, translation of GHG agreement in

Tamil, node meeting, need for more research and support from government departments etc.
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The farmers also recorded their gratitude towards TIST for working with them in their villages and also for
supporting their participation in the meeting, indicating to them that their work is valued. And we definitely

appreciate all our farmers including those who could not attend the public meeting.
Our focus for the next month

We are happy to share that our friends and colleagues Martin Weru (TIST Kenya) and Hakim Bachwa (TIST
Uganda) are visiting TIST India. With their rich experience of working in TIST and with farmers, they will
ably guide us in the best practices adopted in their countries to work with Small Groups that we can learn
from. And we are sure that they will also observe and learn from our farmers. Moreover, Ms. Suzanne
Holmberg of CAAC, US will also spend few weeks with us. They will be travelling to meet many of you in
Node meetings of the Small Groups and visiting your groves. They will also guide TIST India on many aspects
of Small Groups, quantification, leadership, technical aspects of data input, carbon credits, We are looking
forward to welcome all three to India.

Later on in the month, few selected groves from the TIST Small Groups will be visited by the validation body
-EPIC Sustainability to check on the work of TIST India towards the VCS and CCB standards that TIST is

seeking.

Story from the Field

Farmer Elumalai from SG 2021IN170, Tirutani Node
(Article drafted by Parthiban, Auditor and CS)

| am Elumalai, a farmer residing in Thumbikulam village, Tirutani Block in Thiruvallur district. I always had
an inclination to grow different species. And when I joined TIST through our Small Group 2021IN170, | was
further encouraged to cultivate different species and intercropping between trees. It helped me not just to
diversify my source of income but also support for soil health and biodiversity. | grew 1100 Atthi trees (Ficus
glomerata - Fig) on three acres of my farmland. Instead of going in for chemical pesticides, | purchased used
plastic water bottles, cut them in halves and tied on all the fruiting tips. This way, | could increase my
productivity and hence profit. I also grow flower species like rose and jasmine as intercrops. | do not have any
issues with marketing as traders come to my farm gate and buy my flowers. So, | always have one or the other

assured income from my fruit trees and flower shrubs.
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