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As informed in our February newsletter, we will elaborate
further on the Greenhouse Gas Agreement (GHG) that you all TIST VALUES
have signed as a Small Group (SG) with Clean Air Action _ . )
Corporation (CAAC), which is the Project Proponent. CAAC At TIST, the following values are our guidance in all our
funds the TIST Program. The trees planted and other | approaches -

ecologically supportive work undertaken by the Small Groups
are measured and monitored, ensuring quality control. Now | ¢ Weare HONEST

this CO; sequestered in the trees and soil are calculated and | e \We are ACCURATE

converted into GHG emission reduction credits. Following | , \ve are TRANSPARENT

this, these credits need to be verified under voluntary,

national, and international standards. Thus, the carbon credit | ° We are SERVANTS TO EACH OTHER
business is not just what we see of our Cluster Servants | ¢ Weare MUTUALLY ACCOUNTABLE

counting and measuring your trees but involves a long process | e We CREATE BIG RESULTS WITH LOW BUDGET
with multiple actors working to convert the carbon dioxide
sequestered by the trees into carbon credits and thus, eventually money for the Small Groups.

To make you all understand, we will be describing each point of the GHG Agreement that all members of each Small
Group has signed. In the February issue of the Chezhumai issue, we wrote about the life period of the agreement, what
makes a Small Group and the ownership of carbon rights, your land and the produce. We also emphasised that once you
sign an agreement with TIST for selling the carbon rights, you cannot enter into similar agreement with another
company, as it would lead to double counting. In this issue, we will talk of few more points from the GHG agreement
for your understanding.

4. All the groves that your Small Group plants is shown in the GHG Agreement and, if later, you add new groves, these
will also be listed. Apart from this, the co-benefits will also be listed in the GHG Agreement. We also show these details
on our TIST website for transparency and quick access by you all.

5. Though we say that you don’t need to own the land where you plant trees, improve biodiversity and soil for which
you get paid, but very importantly you need to show that you have access to the land. That is, you are free to plant trees,
take many environmental beneficial actions, permit CAAC/TIST to monitor and measure the activities and transfer the
carbon rights to CAAC.

You will have to show proof that you either own the land where you are planting trees. Or show that you have long-
term rights over the land in terms of access to the land which could be in form of a licence, permit, customary rights or
permission from the land owner that you can plant trees, improve the biodiversity and soils and any other measures you
take to support the ecology of the land. In some cases, it is possible you can work with the landowner to give an agreed
upon percentage of the Profit Share that the Small Group earns.

In the possibility that when you have planted trees under the TIST project and signed the GHG agreement, the land
ownership is disputed in any manner, you will have to approach the law as applicable.

In cases where there is a change in the ownership of land due to sale or inheritance, unless it is agreed with the new
owner, the Small Group member will not be entitled for any payments as part of Profit Share. The new owner can join
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the very same Small Group provided all other members agree to it and only if s/he follows all the norms of the TIST as
expected.

Additional income from tree crops

When planting trees, we must think very clearly about maximising the benefits. One of the key way to do this is by
planting a wide varieties of trees. Doing so will be advantageous as you can regularly get income not just from the Profit
Share but also through the sale of produce from the trees like leaves, seeds, fruit, bark, resin, fodder etc. When the
saplings are young, many of you have tried intercropping, but had to give up later as the trees grew and the seasonal
crop couldn’t thrive due to lack of sunlight. But, you can experiment with shade loving crops. One such is pepper. You
may think, pepper is grown on medium to high altitudes, is it possible in our kind of plain area?

During the February month Node meeting, one of our farmers in Olakkur Cluster was very keen that he wants to learn
about pepper cultivation. Luckily another of our TIST farmers knew of a progressive farmer - Mr. Thirumalai of
Kizhmaambattu village in Panruti area. Though not a TIST farmer, he readily agreed to host our farmers from our
Clusters for a field visit.

So around fifty farmers from almost all Clusters came for a one-day demo cum training on 7 March at Mr. Thirumalai
famer’s place in Kizhmaambattu village in Panruti. All our TIST farmers had the same experience of not been able to
grow any intercrop between teak trees, as the ground is overtaken by dry leaves that don’t decay fast with no chance for
cover crops. When they congregated at Mr. Thirumalai’s farm, which had many teak trees with few other species, they
were surprised to see healthy fruiting pepper plants creeping up the teak trees. Mr. Thirumalai took the farmers through
his journey with pepper cultivation which is perceived to be a crop for a cooler clime. He clarified their doubts regarding
the variety that succeeded here, when to plant, FYM and biopesticides and biofertiliser for controlling pests and diseases,
irrigation, harvesting, value addition and even grafting techniques. With the hope that they can grow pepper as an
intercrop in their tree farmers, the visiting farmers purchased pepper seedlings.

The training happened because during a Node meeting one of our TIST farmers expressed the need to learn pepper
cultivation and another TIST farmer incidentally knew of just the right farmer who had been successful in cultivating
pepper in the dry tropical conditions. This shows the importance of attending Node meetings as one farmer may have
the information that is just important to another member.
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