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In the last few issues of the Chezhumai Newsletters of
TIST India, we have been explaining the GHG contract TIST VALUES
by taking up few paragraphs for your understanding, as
this is one of the most important part of your association
with TIST India and CAAC. Further, we have trained our | aPProaches -
Cluster Servants on GHG contract, so that you can
always clear your doubts regarding any points from
them. Coming to this issue, we will elaborate on the | ¢ Weare ACCURATE

obligation of the Small Groups that is the TIST farmers. | « We are TRANSPARENT

When you cultivate seasonal crops, you take into | ¢ Weare SERVANTS TO EACH OTHER
consideration the soil health, water availability, | « Weare MUTUALLY ACCOUNTABLE
seasonality anq other enV|ror_1rr_1enta! fa_ctors of your flgld « We CREATE BIG RESULTS WITH LOW BUDGET
to ensure maximum productivity. Similarly, for planting
trees following the TIST Best Practices of understanding the soil, rainfall and area conditions would be one
of your obligations. We advise you to seek the help of your Cluster Servant and experts on the suitability of
the saplings given your soil and water status. Moreover, we emphasise that you plant 500 new trees for at
least three years and continue to replace the dead trees. The composition of your trees should be multi-purpose
including food producing and indigenous.

At TIST, the following values are our guidance in all our

e We are HONEST

The next obligation would be on spacing between trees. A few times, there are instances of disagreement with
the Cluster Servant when they come for quantification of your trees with regard to the spacing between the
trees. But, CAAC is very clear that trees that follow the Best Practices and spacing norms which is to have at
least two meters’ space on all sides will only be regarded as TIST trees and hence eligible for Profit Share.
Similarly, in the ever changing scenario of carbon markets, large groves of timber trees or even monocultures
will not be considered for future carbon payments. Hence, we advise our TIST farmers and new farmers who
are interested to join TIST to go for tree planting or agroforestry that is economically and ecologically stable.

An important aspect of carbon market in a tree planting program is to grow long-living trees and that is why
we agree to keep the trees for a minimum 60 years. But, as a Best Practice, you can responsibly thin 5% of
the live trees on your TIST grove after 10 years, but obviously you will have to replant the lost trees. This is
where you can start off by planting long — lived different species which yields varied produce and will give
you continuous income through sales of produce and simultaneously Profit Share from the carbon market.
You can diversify your income from your farm land through inter-cropping and other environmentally
sustainable ways.

TIST farmers must participate in the Cluster meeting or Seminars as this gives them an opportunity to interact
with other farmers and also develop Best Practices. A Cluster meeting is held every month, where we distribute
the newsletter, issue vouchers, discuss wide ranging issues pertaining to your groves including availability
and appropriate saplings, nursery raising, intercropping, tackling pests and diseases, payment issues etc. Some
of these issues can be resolved through interactions amongst ourselves or may call for trainings from external
experts. Inthe Cluster meetings all of you get to be in the leadership roles, as we want to encourage and nurture
leadership and gender balance amongst all Cluster members. We consider Cluster meeting as one of the most
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important activity of TIST and not just for receiving vouchers, hence you may come across instances when
payments get delayed or stopped when Small Group members are not attending Cluster meetings.

Importantly, carbon markets are clear about issues like additionality (meaning the projects are really helping
in greenhouse gas reduction or removals rather than what would have happened naturally); displacement
(when carbon reduction efforts shift the emission to another place) and permanence (how long the carbon
removed from the atmosphere remains sequestered).

An understanding of these phrases will make you realize why we insist on long-lived trees and why you must
understand the TIST program and the basics of carbon market.

One of the most important obligations would be as responsible citizens, we expect you to comply with the
current laws of your country and provide reports and information as required.

Carbon sequestered is based on calculations that uses the variables measured by the CSs regularly. However,
the actual carbon sequestered cannot be seen, in this situation how do we market the carbon? For this
purpose, we will be using the photographs carefully for education and market purposes.

Importantly, your obligation includes letting CAAC know when the Small Group members move or leave the
land where TIST trees are planted; Small Group members die; new qualified members join the Small Group;
when Small Group members transfer part or all of a grove by will, other type of inheritance, or by purchase;
a new grove is planted or harvested and Exhibit A is updated or its electronic equivalent such as the TIST
website.

In the next issue we will wrap up the details of the GHG agreement.
Diversified Income - Story from the Field — Prepared by C. Karthikeyan, Auditor & Cluster Servant

| am Palaniammal from Devanampattu village of Thurinjapuram Block in Tiruvannamalai District. | belong
to TIST SG Dhanvantri (ID 2008IN372). | attend the Cluster meetings quite regularly and | have heard the
Cluster Servant often speak about intercropping. | have planted over six hundred trees of teak, kino (vengai),
neem etc. We decided to work our farm as an agroforestry model with multiple seasonal crops. We cultivate
legumes like groundnut and green gram, vegetables like brinjal and chillies and millets like ragi depending
on the season and soil condition of our three-acre land. We are keen to also have interventions that are
environmentally positive like agroforestry and also decided to go for organic approach towards cultivation. |
was able to get good profit for my produce, for instance my input cost for groundnut was INR 20,000 but |
was able to sell it in the local market for nearly INR 40,000. I am happy to get two sources of income — one
from my crop produce in the local market and the other from TIST through the carbon market for my trees
regularly. Been part of TIST has opened up my awareness of making my land work for me that is
environmentally appropriate and financially profitable for us.

13th June 2025 - Inauguration of TIST Office at Mallavadi Village,
Tiruvannamalai District

13 agDeir 2025 - SlHeUMTERTTLOEHEY LTI L_LD L0GDEIAITIY-
Srrwgslev TIST geieuevsid gpiiy eflpr
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