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We hope that you gained deeper insights on the GHG agreement in the last few issues of the Chezhumai
newsletter.

We will now take up an important aspect of tree planting, especially in our circumstances where we need to
retain trees for long term for the carbon market, but at the same time we need our supply of food, fodder, etc.
from our land. And the answer to this is agroforestry.

An Introduction to Agroforestry

The term agroforestry is used for a system where the land is used for raising trees along with crops and/or
livestock.

This is more complex than a monoculture as there are both ecological and economical interactions between
the various components. Here, there is production of many outputs with emphasis on growing multiple
indigenous trees and shrubs.

Thus, it is a sustainable land-use system that increases the yield by combining food crops (annuals) with tree
crops (perennials). Moreover, the management practices would suit the social and cultural practices of the
people along with the economic and ecological profile of the area.

When we classify agroforestry on functional basis we classify as Productive or Protective Functions - in the
former trees are raised for food, fodder, fuelwood, clothing, shelter, minor forest produce while in the later it
is more for wind breaks, shelter belts, soil conservation and health.

Our TIST trees must adhere to the concept of agroforestry rather than monocultures or plantation of only few
selected timber species.

Environmental benefits include efficient recycling of nutrients, reduction of water run-off and soil erosion,
improvement of the microclimate, increased soil nutrient due to decomposition of litter. Economic benefits
include increased and sustainable production of food, fuel wood, fodder, fertilise, timber and income.

What are TIST Values?
+ We are Honest + We are Accurate + We are Transparent
4+ We are Mutually Accountable 4+ We are Servants to each other

4+ We create Big Results with Low Budget
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In an agroforestry, the farmer reduces the risk of complete crop failure. Social benefits could include better
living standards from sustained employment and increased income, better nutrition and maybe reduction
of migration for work. In the next issue, we will elaborate more about the species that can be grown in an
agroforestry system.

Story from the Field — TIST Farmer - Amsa Kesavan, Prepared by Karthikeyan, Field & Desk Audit
and Cluster Servant

I, Amsa Kesavan, live in Vadakarumbalur village in Tiruvannamalai District. | have always been passionate
about tree planting and about contributing to ecological stability through my small efforts. The organization’s
principles and emphasis on community-led environmental stewardship inspired me deeply and I joined TIST
(20211N227).

Following TIST’s biodiversity guidelines, | planted a diverse mix of trees including Red Sanders, Teak,
and Mahogany, with a total of about 6,500 saplings.

Through my regular participation in TIST Cluster meetings, | gained valuable insights into improving land
productivity. During one such meeting, we were told that we can also grow pepper vines as an intercrop among
the trees. Motivated by this, | purchased and planted 500 pepper plants.

At present, the pepper vines have reached an average height of 10-12 feet, and some have started to bear fruit.
We expect that within the next six months to one year, all the plants will begin producing a full harvest.

Through this experience, | have learned that long-term tree cultivation—when combined with permanent
intercrops like pepper—can create both environmental and economic stability. For farmers maintaining
trees for 60 years or more, integrating such intercrops ensures a steady income while protecting the land and
contributing to climate action.
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